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Wulfsong teaches, executes designs for theater
Regardless of the play or the actors,
audiences get an important clue of what
to expect when the curtains go up and
their eyes first catch the design of the
opening scene. The responsibility of
making it a memorable experience falls
on the scenographer, the person who
develops the overall appearance of the
set. A local scenographer – and teacher of
scenography – is Jim Wulfsong, an associate professor and chair of the department of theater and dance at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His
approach to scene design, he said, comes
from various influences.
“I approach it as architecture in some
ways, in addition to as pure art,” said
Wulfsong, who was born in Galesburg,
Ill. He obtained his bachelor ’s degree
in theatre production from Bradley
University and his master ’s of fine arts
in theater design and technology from
the University of Minnesota. Since he
graduated from college the craft of
designing a stage for theater has seen
the incorporation of new technologies.
“We still teach that you need to
be able to draw before you can just
dive into the computer,” Wulfsong said.
“That mostly has to do with the interface. A mouse is not the friendliest
thing to be able to draw or design with.
It is not as intuitive as pencils, but we
are getting there. You know, the next
generation of input device may take us
to that direction where we just start to
design in the computer. I tend to do kind
of a blend of both.” He added that some
recent productions even use projectors
to “dress” the actors or dancers in their
costumes.
“They are doing projects using the
Connects Systems, which will sense
your body movements, sense where your
position is, and they can actually make
that interactive with the projection, so
that is responsive,” Wulfsong explained.
“Cirque du Soleil started to do that a
number of years back with some of their
shows, where the performers, as they
would touch against the wall, created
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Professor Jim Wulfsong during one of his design classes.
ripples as if they were in water.”
With all this blending of technology
and art, one wonders if there is much
difference today between setting a stage
for theater versus doing it for movies.
“At their core there are a lot of similarities, but there are also massive differences,” Wulfsong said. “When you are
dealing with film production you have
the ability to go on location. If you want
to have 100 people coming over the hill

waving swords, you find the hill that
looks like what you want, or you make
one and you hire 100 extras. In scene
design for the stage, we have to engage
actively with the audience’s imagination
to make them ‘see’ the hill when it may
not be really there.”
Despite the universality of art,
American and European scenic designers
take different approaches to their crafts,
Wulfsong said. “One of the things I talk

a lot in terms of the European aesthetic
design, or the way designers are trained
there, is in a more scenography school,
where you are not just designing a set
and someone else is designing lights and
someone else costumes,” he said. “They
do think of it holistically, that a number
of designers really envision the production as a whole. Here we tend to break
that up a little bit more.”
Scenic design, Wulfsong said, is

always intense, time consuming and a
team effort. “I think that by just having everybody working together long
hours, side by side, and pulling for the
same goals, that the students see more
so than specifically teaching it in a class.
It is mentoring. It is seeing for them the
process, working together toward that
common goal. They see how the designers and directors interact. And when we
have a disagreement about something,
they see how we work that out.”
Also, no matter how much planning
and hard work goes into setting a stage,
the work is never really done until
shortly before the performance starts.
“It is very common that things will be
morphing, especially during tech week,”
Wulfsong explained. “Tech week, or
technical rehearsals, for us typically
take about a week. For professional
companies they can run slightly longer
or sometimes much shorter. One of the
things we are best at is that we work
under deadlines. The show opens when
the show opens.”
Regardless of the actual physical work,
a set designer spends countless hours
researching before producing the design
itself, which is why designs for the same
play can differ so much from place to
place. That is why, Wulfsong said, the
tremendous amount of work involved
in set design surprises some of his students. “I think they come in thinking,
especially in the beginning classes, that
they can just sketch something out and
we will just build it and that is that.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.
edu.

Enrollment rises
in health fields
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Anniversary celebration
Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce and the RiverBend Growth Association joined the staff
at Castelli's Moonlight Restaurant @ 255 for a ribbon cutting ceremony in celebration of the business' 75th anniversary.
The restaurant is located at 3400 Fosterburg Road in Alton. For more information, call 462-4620 or visit www.castellis255.
com.
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Hightower also noted that district 7 was now
the largest K-12 school district in Madison and
St. Clair counties and that it was the only district in the immediate area to have a growth
over the past five years.
He reported several statistics such as the
composite ACT score of the 2012 senior class
is 22.8, that EHS has 81 Illinois State Scholars
and that 95 percent of EHS graduates go on to
enroll at two or four-year colleges.
After highlighting the outstanding athletics and performing arts programs, Hightower
noted that the next step in moving the district
forward is for the district to continue to pursue revenue-enhancing opportunities as well
as partnerships with donors who are willing
to provide funding for student programs and
activities.
He then announced the District 7 Technology
for the 21st Century Classroom Initiative.
“Students today are ready for a more interactive and engaging instructional experience –
one that mirrors the world in which they live,”
he said. “They are digital natives, born into
a technological world unlike my generation,
who would be considered digital immigrants,
relatively new to the technological world of
the classroom. Our students are ready for this
change – are we?”
The Technology for the 21st Century
Classroom Initiative will continue the transition to more media-enriched classrooms and
more interactive devices in and out of the
classroom.
Hightower pointed out that during 2011-12,
the district upgraded its technology infrastructure by increasing its bandwidth and wireless

Internet accessibility. These upgrades were
critical in order for them to take the next step
toward the Technology Initiative.
After researching a variety of interactive
whiteboard systems, the district will be adopting PolyVision whiteboards and Wizteach
software as its platform. “The PolyVision
white board is a large interactive display that
connects to a computer and projector and
mimics the function of a large scale iPad or
tablet,” Hightower explained.
Several videos of actual teaching situations
using the PolyVision and WizTeach software
were shown at the board meeting.
The new technology initiative is expected to
provide a closer partnership among teachers,
students and parents. For example, when students are absent from school, they will have
access to lessons and resources they missed
while absent.
Hightower emphasized that “parents will
have the added support of online and interactive instructional resources when assisting
their children with homework.”
In addition, he emphasized that this technology initiative was important because it
“has the potential to impact every student in
the district.”
Hightower also announced that he was leading the capital fundraising campaign for the
Technology for the 21st Century Classroom
Initiative which includes the purchase and
installation of approximately 370 PolyVision
whiteboard systems at a cost of nearly $1 million.
According to Hightower, the funding will
come from donors, not the district’s budget.
He stated that over the next two weeks they
would reach a phase one funding goal of
$500,000. “To date I’m pleased to announce
that we have that $500,000 to get this program
up and running. The EGHM Foundation
has pledged $200,000 and individual donors

have pledged another $200,000, including one
donor who pledged $100,000,” Hightower
remarked.
Hightower noted again that funding for the
technology initiative would not come from
district funds and that they were already halfway to the fundraising goal before the initiative was being announced that night.
During the week of Oct. 15, parents will
be emailed communication requesting contributions to the Technology Initiative. In
this letter, parents will be able to link to
classroom video demonstrations utilizing the
PolyVision boards. The videos will be available on the district’s website at www.ecusd7.
org/21centuryclassroom.
Phase two will include the purchase and
installation of the PolyVision systems by Dec.
31. A total of 86 additional systems will be
installed at EHS, EHS South and the Nelson
Campus; 52 systems at Lincoln and Liberty
Middle Schools and 30 to 35 systems at the
elementary level. A distribution plan to install
the remaining systems will be developed as
funding becomes available.
Phase 3 will involve continued PolyVision
training.
“Teachers and students are
now experimenting with the functions of
PolyVision boards during the instructional
day,” Hightower said.
Advanced training will begin this winter.
Then during the 2013-14 school year, a transition will take place as the expectation will be
for instruction at all levels to include the use
of the PolyVision boards.
“Why is this important?” Hightower posed
the question. "We are a bedroom community.
We don’t have industry. We don’t have large
commercial malls. We are relying on people
moving to this community. We must have the
type of school system that will cause people to
say, as they shop around, 'This is where I want
to be',” Hightower said.

As changes in health care continue to shape the nation, academic majors are following suit. Two
examples of flourishing higher education programs may be found in
the Department of Kinesiology and
Health Education at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. In the past
two years, the numbers of students
selecting undergraduate majors in
Exercise Science and Community
Health Education have increased
over 60 percent and 50 percent,
respectively.
Despite the impressive growth,
Curt Lox, chair of the department
within the SIUE School of Education,
noted, “Class sizes have not increased,
because we have added additional
course sections to accommodate the
demand. In fact, at a time when
many universities have dramatically
slowed the hiring of faculty members, we are in the process of adding
three. This will allow our faculty to
continue to provide the individualized academic and research mentoring for which SIUE is known.”
Lox credits the faculty and staff
in the department for its success
and popularity. “They have made
the department a welcoming and
high achieving educational home for
our students,” he said. “There is no
doubt that the campus, community
and region has discovered us.
“In the past year alone, two faculty
members in our department have
been recognized as the very best
on campus for their instructional
and research abilities. Those achievements help us toward the goal of
building a national reputation.”

SIUE
The exercise science program prepares students to work in a variety
of professional settings, including
health-related clinics and hospitals
as well as corporate and sport industries. The major also provides an
excellent foundation for those choosing to pursue advanced education
in occupational therapy, physical
therapy, and other fields related to
medicine, rehabilitation, exercise and
health.
Similarly, the career outlook is
promising for community health education specialists as jobs are expected
to increase 37 percent between 2010
and 2020, making it a career with
above-average growth. Graduates
are employed in entry-level positions
in a variety of settings, including
state and local departments of public
health, non-profit organizations, corporations, schools, colleges and universities and medical care settings.
As for the future of the department, Lox proudly stated, “It’s easy
to sell students on a major with cutting-edge facilities and curriculum,
led by energetic and productive faculty. It doesn’t hurt that the job market looks promising for our grads.
It’s an exciting time.”
For more information, contact
the Department of Kinesiology and
Health Education at 618-650-3252
or visit the department website at
http://www.siue.edu/education/
khe.

Playground design to
be unveiled on Oct. 18
For the Intelligencer
A picture is worth a thousand words,
and that’s not lost on those organizing the re-build of the Airplane Park
Playground at Township Park.
This past weekend, Edwardsville
District 7 pupils through fifth grade
worked on drawings of what they’d
like included in the new Airplane
Park Playground. Next week, the
Edwardsville Rotary Club, which is
spearheading the effort, will make the
playground designer available for additional verbal input on three occasions:
Wednesday, Oct. 17 - 6 to 7 p.m. at
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The highway begins in Alton and
runs through Bethalto and Hamel
through Greenville.

Goshen Elementary School for all K-5
pupils attending public and private
schools within District 7 boundaries,
except Nelson and Woodland students (see following);
Thursday, Oct. 18 - 9:30 to 10:15
a.m. at Nelson Elementary for Nelson
students;
Thursday, Oct. 18 - 10:40 to 11:35
a.m. at Woodland Elementary for
Woodland Students.
The playground designer will then
unveil an initial design for the playground at 7 p.m. Thursday, October
18 at the EHS Jon Davis Wrestling
Center. That meeting is open to the
public.
Marion Ray, a World War II veteran, approached Beiser and Haine
about dedicating a stretch of Route
140 as American Veterans Parkway,
said Haine, who is a veteran of the
Vietnam War. The renovations are
being done as a tribute to the area’s
veterans, Haine said.

